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VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 


$954,396 00 
56,700. 00 
36,412' 00 
40,614 00 
28,776 00 
37,040 00 
23,474 00 


Real Estate, 

567 Polls, 

510 Horses, 

1520 Cattle, 

9521 Sheep, 

Stock in banks, 

Stock in trade, 
Money on hand, 
Stock.in public funds, 
Mills, Machinery and Carriages, 
Hogs, 


ASSESSMENTS. 


State Tax, 

County Tax, 

Town Tax, 

Precinct Tax, 

School District No, 1, Tax, 

School District No. 3, Tax, 

School District No. 4, Tax, 

Highway Tax, paid in labor, 


256,598 


00 


22,850 00 
6,030 00 


1,132 


1,464,022 


$3 ,06 
2,239 
6,116 

300 
700 
177 
150 
2,000 


00 


00 


EXPENDITURES. 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Henry E. Putnam, Selectman, _ $135 00 
James H. Heald, « 112 00 
Alfred W. Burt, « ) 184 00 
William Brown, Supt. School Committee, 115 00 
A. P. Richardson, Town Clerk, 50 00 
T. B. Buffum, Treasurer, . 27 00 
C. R. Crowell, Moderator, 5 00 
C. R. Crowell, Collector, 90 00 

$718 00 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Amount paid during year, — - $786 17 
Amount received during year, 5385 66 


Bills paid since Oct. 1881, now due from county, 250 51 


TOWN PAUPERS. 


J. H. Hinds, board and care of Mrs.’ W. Hinds, $62 00 
J. H. Hinds, << ‘s J. F. Kraitzer, 92 00 
J. H. Hinds, burial expenses of J. F. Kraitzer, 15 00 
Mrs. J. Smith, board and care Asa Pratt's children, 57 00 
B. F. Aldrich, house rent for W. Hinds, , TEARS 
C. Chase, funeral expenses Patrick Powers, 20 50 
F. B. Downing, care of Pratt boy, 42 00 
W.B. Porter, medical attendance to J. F. Kraitzer, 3 00 


$306 50 
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TOWN HOUSE. 


RK. K. Seabury, goods as per bill, $1 16 
Charles 8. Burt, 2 cords wood, 11 00 
G. P. Porter, goods as per bill, 9 85 
T. S. Felch, care of Town House, | 8 50 

$30 51 


TOWN LIBRARY. 


©. L. Crowell, appropriation & insurancemoney $162 50 


R. R. Ball, care and room rent, 60 00 
$322 50 

| PRECINCT. 

B. P. Owen, Engineer, | $300 00 


BUILDING RESERVOIR. 


J. KF. Ward, bricks, $30 83 

B. P. Owen, condudtarss ; 27°72 

Batt Batol labors 22 245 

“E. K. Seabury, cement, HEE AL 
John Harty, labor, y 8 10 

W. J. Murray, labor, Lowa 

A. W. Burt, drawing cement and arch, 3 1 50 

$134 40 


BLANK BOOKS AND STATIONERY. 


A. P. Richardson, stationery and stamps, $2 00 
C. C. Davis, stationery,and printing, 91 53 


$93 53 


wo 
- POLICE. 


F. A. Lebourveau, | 
S. H. Porter, 
Batt Driscoll, 
We Rogers, 


SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS. 


George S. Long, 
Daniel Ch Brien, 

_Andrew Roy 

‘Buffum & Slade 


HIGHWAYS AND RAILINGS. 
R. S. Blanchard, 


Le Sparhawk, gravel, 

¥. A. Wier, 

J. H. Putney, extra work on ee 

H. E. Houghton, “« = « 

Charles Stowell, RPE IES ay 

Robert Elwell, plank for railing 

K. A. Brown, extra work on highway, No. 14, 


Charles Gates, << 6 6s Niontas 
Everett S. erick 6 66 No. 8, 
J. W. Tageard, 66 Fe ENG NEOg 


B. Kiniry, « carting gravel, Bist Street, 
Cyrus Royce, posts and labor for railings, 
Andrew Roy, extra work on highway, 

H. E. Putnam, *“ 6 x 

J. W. Marshall, labor on highway, 

Nelson Ce Sriith: toll, drawing gravel, 

A. W. Burt, extra w ork on highw: uy, No. 3, 


~] 
bo 


$183 23 


: 7 
BUILDING AND REPAIRING BRIDGES 


S. A. Reed, 1696 feet plank, $18 65 
H. EB. Putnam, building culvert, No. 1, 33 30 
Andrew Roy, Ga Cues: 
A. A. Beckwith, sluices, No. 12, 16 66 
J. W. Bachelder, 257 feet plank, 3 08 
Herbert Thompson, building sluice, No. 38, 20 25 
IT. P. Pratt, F ‘s No. 7%, 12 00 
J. C. Brown, labor & material for bridge, a 
Batt Driscol, <‘* on bridge, No. 1, OTe 
M. & F. S. Elliott, labor on culvert, No. 12, 42 00 
Joseph Fisher, lumber & labor, ‘ wey ae 5 00 
Addison Miller, labor on bridge, No. 1, 22.00 
W.J. Murray, ‘“* 4 $s 22 00 
Elihu Hill, oS culverts, No. 12, 8 at 
C. B. Hall, 5513 feet bridge plank, 60 63 
J. W. Taggard, labor on culvert, No. 10, Pope 
Levi Burt, 886 feet bridge plank, Y 74 
John Selkirk, 972 feet plank and labor, 13 89 
O. H. P. Watkins, labor on culverts, No. 5, 28 00 
Warren Thompson, labor & lumber, bridge No. 5, 10 00 
J. Lebourveau, labor on culverts, No. 4, 3 50 
E. K. Seabury, nails, powder, fuse, &c., laa ae 
H. E. Putnam, cement for culvert, No. 12, 6 00 


A. W. Burt, repairing bridge and drawing plank, = 8 29 


$485 96 


WALPOLE AND WESTMINSTER BRIDGE. 


F. K Seabury, lantern oil and nails, $13 26 
J. G. Bellows, insuring bridge for three years, 73 50 
J. B. Dinsmore, snowing bridge, 1880-1, 19.88) 
R. S. Blanchard, labor on bridge, | 1 90 


——_——_ 


: $108 55 
Received of Westminster, . oD Dz 


$73 08. 


8 
BREAKING ROADS. 


Robert J. Cochran,, 1880-1, 
Haskall C. Towne, og \' 


James Selkirk, 6o 
Geo. H. Gassett, oe: 
Dorr H. Adams, a 
J. E. Hodgkins, <6 
Andrew Roy ; id 
Charles S. Burt, *% 
George Jennings, ee 
Solomeén Ballam, he 
Oliver Pratt, ay 


J. Harvey Sargeant, ES 
H. H. Thompson, a 


Isaac Pratt, AU 
Willis C. Fo oster, ci 
Oliver Hall, ‘e 


Kingsbury Brothers, <«é 
H. E. Houghton, 6 
A. A. Baclewith: snowing bridge, 


G. D. Hooper, breaking ‘road, 
A. J. Gates, 6 ide 


EXPENSES OF SCHOOLS, 1881. 


District No.1, E. K. Seabury, Committee, 


o 2, M. Dorney, J. Healy. * 
“ 3, od. W. Prentiss, Jr. - 
“s 4, W.T. Ramsay, es 
Fe 5, W.G. Leonard, 6 
cs 6, E. E. Webster, ye 
i 7, Lewis Dickey, ch 
es 8, G. H. Gassett, 6 


Amount carried to next page, 


eS 


$198 


$8 20 
658 
170 
178 
142 
114 
102 

94 


69 


50 
16 
28 
22 
49 
70 
79 
895 


&? 98] 


oF 


: 
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EXPENSES OF SCHOOLS; Continued. 


_ Amount brought up, $2,281, 99 
District No. 9, G.D. Hooper, Committee, 146 46 
se 10, H. E. Houghton, ss 154 40 
$6 11, J.P. Holmes, “6 180 58 
“s 12,. M. H. Knight, 7 186 16 
4. 13, J. H. Jennison, “6 130 58 
4, 14, C. H. Brown, es 126 61 
$3,156 78 
Dist. No. 1, Special tax, E. K. Seabury, $700 00 
“te 3, ‘<< «+ John Redding, 177 44 
ns 4, . s* «6 Frederick Watkins, 150 00 
$1,027 44 

* MISCELLANEOUS. 
A. P. Richardson, reporting births and deaths, $ 7 00 
Vincent Gosselin, “6 “6 66 aa Nf! 
W. B. Porter, hs BS “ 1 25 
F. A. Wier, abatement of tax, 1 16 
Thomas Walsh, damage to boat removing logs, 2 25 
Charles H. Brown, abatement of tax, 7 80 
Curtis R. Crowell, 6 taxes, 1880, 32 05 
Curtis R. Crowell, discount on taxes, 431 94 
Charles Fisher, surveying town lines, 7 25 
J. W. Taggard, damage, insufliciency of highway, 3 50 
J. G. Bellows, counsel for town, 14°21 
C. R. Crowell, for Bridgman property, 46 74 
Jarvis H. Hinds, lighting bridge under repair, — 1 00 
R. S. Blanchard, care of cemetery, 38 55 
F. A. Lebourveau, blacksmithing, Bat) 
Henry E. Putnam, team and cash paid out, 42 80 
James H. Heald, 66 Cr Nie WSL 18 73 
Alfred W. Burt, hi Be BOAR Sue 40 46 
T. B. Buffum, town bonds and interest, B62 15:00 


$3,917 36. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Town oflicers, $718 00 
County paupers, 786 17 
Town paupeis, 306 50 
Town house, 30 dl 
Town library, 222 50 
Blank books, stationery and printing, 93 53 
Breaking roads, 198 69 
Highways and railings, : 183 23 
Building and repairing bridges, 485 96 
Reservoir, 134 40 
Precinct, 300 00 
Police, 30 80 
Sheep killed by dogs, 51 00 
Walpole and Westminster. bridge, 108 55 
Expenses of schools and school-houses, —_, 4,184 22 
Miscellaneous, 3,917 36 

$11,751 42 

TOWN DEBT. 

Town officers and unpaid bills, estimated, 800 00 
Floating orders, 46 35 
Due Town Treasurer, 803 99 

$1,650 34 

ASSETS. 

Taxes of 1881, uncollected, $1,787 30 


Bills paid since Oct. 1881, now due from County, 250 51 


$2,037 81 
Assets over liabilities, $387 47 


a 
ce 


11 
ESTIMATES FOR 1882. 


Paupers, all classes, $ 400 00 
Highways and bridges, 1,200 00 
Town officers and contingent expenses, 1,500 00 
Support of schools, 3,000 00 
State tax, | 3,064 00 
County tax, | 2,239 34 
Library, 160 00 
: $11,563 34 

Less—Savings bank and railroad tax, 2,050 76 
$9,512 58 


We have the pleasure of congratulating our citizens that 
the Town of Walpole is again out of debt, the Town Treas- 
urer having paid the last town bond. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Henry E. Putnam, ) Selectmen 
James H. Heald, of 
Alfred W. Burt, Walpole. 
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REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER. 
For the Year Ending February 27, 1882. 


RECEIPTS. 

Cash on hand, March Ist., 1881, $240 00 
Ree’d of C. R. Crowell, Coll. taxes for 1880, $2,040 76 
Be a he “ interest on same, 70 12 
ve A taxes for 1881, 11,127 87 

3H County for paupers, 481 66 

ct State ** railroad tax, 537 77 

Ss cs ‘¢ savings bank tax, 1,512 99 
tg a ‘* literary fund, 187 48 

es Circus for license, 10 00 

es County for Dr. A. P. Richardson’s bill, 54 00 

‘* for bridge plank, . 1 50 

‘* ofthe town of Westminster, on bridgeace’t, 35 52 
Due Treasurer, 803 99 
$17,103 66 

DISBURSEMENTS. | 

Paid Town orders for 1880, $8 95 57 
eae i 1881, 11,704 75 
‘¢ State tax, 3,064 00 
‘¢ County tax, 2,239 34 
$17,103 66 


ob Ey: BUFFUM, Treasurer. 


The undersigned committee, appointed to settle with 
the Selectmen and treasurer, have examined their accounts 
and find them well vouched and correctly cast. 


KE. K. Seabury, 
H. A. Perry, Auditors. 
B. P. Owen, 
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PERoRtT OF TEE TOW? 


Superintending School Committee. 


In reviewing the year, it is gratifying to be able to re 
port a generally increasing interest among the people’ in 
our public schools. While there have been some special 
obstacles standing in the way of the best results, which 
could neither have been foreseen nor avoided, it is believ~ 
ed that, on the whole, the fruit of the years work will 
compare favorably with those of any previous year; and 
when we consider the greater appreciation of the worth of 
these institutions among the masses of our people, there 
appears to be abundant reason to look furward with re 
newed hope and faith that the needs of the future will be 
amply provided for, and that the republic will not fail for 
want of intelligent supporters among those who ¢luim its 
protection and enjoy the privileges of freedom and equal 
rights which it’ offers to all. There is abundant room for 
improvement, but no room for gloomy forebodings of fu- 
ture ill, The signs are favorable to larger growth and pro- 
gress, rather than decline, in the work of education, It be 
hoves us of the present generation so to act that these 
auspicious omens shall be gloriously fulfilled in the days to 
come. With there introductory words concerning the gen- 
eral work which our schools are trying to do, I ask your 
attention to a brief statement of the special service which 
they have rendered during the past year. 


e) 
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SPECIAL REPORTS. 


District No. 2. Prud. Com. John Sheridan, John Healy. 

The schools in this district have been unfortunate this 
year in being broken through the prevalence of contagious 
disease. Soon after the opening of the fall term, this be- 
came so serious that it was thought advisable to give up 
the sessions altogether. So for a period of two or three 
months, during the most favorable season for study, the 
schools were closed. ' 


When they were again opened, the attendance was thin 
on account of the prevailing fear of exposure. Mr. Charles 
Fisher, who is no novice in the matter of teaching, has had 
charge of the Grammar Department, and Miss Annie M. 
Clifford of the Primary Department, through the year. The 
teachers have discharged their duties to the satisfaction of 
all concerned; and if the results have not been as_ satisfac- 
tory as might be desired, this is to be attributed to unfa- 
vorable circumstances, rather than to any inefficiency or neg- 
lect on the part of teachers. These schools have suffered 
much in years past from irregularity of attendance. This 
evil has been greater than usual this year, on account of the 
special circumstances named. 


It is folly to expect the best fruits from the labors of teach- 
ers unless parents are sufficiently interested to see that their 
children are regular and punctual in attendance. They can al- 
so do much to aid the teachers, by showing an interest in 
the work of the scholars at home. It is very much easier 
to teach pupils who have encouragement and sympathy from 
their elders than those who have to rely entirely upon their 
own resources. It is to be hoped that in the year to come 
there will be a steady improvement in the direction named; 
and that the distracting influences of a large manufacturing 
village will not be suffered to interfere so materially with 
the interests of the scholars as has been the éase hitherto. 
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Disrricr No. 3. Prud. Com. W. J. Prentiss. 

There have been three different teachers in this school 
during the year, all of whom have labored faithfully and 
produced good fruit. Miss Katie M. Fisher tavght for 
eight weeks in the spring; Mr. Prentiss, the Prudential 
Committee, took charge for ten weeks in the autumn; and 
Miss Della G. Witt for the same length of time in the 
winter. ‘The school has ranged from twelve to fifteen in 
number, and the attendance, except in the spring term, has 
been quite commendable and satisfactory: rising in the win- 
ter term to nearly ninety four per cent. of the whole num- 


ber. 


There has been a growing interest in this school since 
the building of the new house last year. It has been pleas- 
ant to notice the appreciation among the scholars of their 
improved facilities for getting an education, and to com- 
pare the interest of the past year with the listlessness and 
indifference which has sometimes characterized the mem- 
bers of this school. Such signs of improvement are very 
gratifying to your Superintendent; and it is earnestly hop- 
ed that they will stimulate the pupils to still greater effort 
in the year to come. Benjamin F, Kidder, during the 
spring term, and Walter L. Wetherbee, during the winter, 
were neither absent nor tardy, 


District No. 4. Prud. Com. Wm. T. Ramsay. 

During the spring term in this district, the school was 
taught by Miss Julia E. Moulton, a young lady of ample at. 
tainments and capacity to teach a good school, but who dist 
not apply herself as diligently to the work as 
was necessary to secure the best results. Besides, the school 
did not commence till the middle of May, thus bringing 
most of the term into the season of the hottest weather. 

Cool weather is the most favorable for teaching and all 
mental application. We would suggest an earlier commence- 
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ment of the spring term hereafter, as a means of bringing 
the main part of the study into the season most favorable 
for such work. If there cannot be both a spring and a fall 
term, the fall is generally the more favorable time. 


The winter term commenced early in December, and has 
continued to the present time, ander the care of Mr. Thom- 
as C. Sparhawk, 2nd., who has labored diligently and suc- 
cessfully for the advancement of all his pupils, The school 
has appeared well when visited by your Superintendent, 
and it is confidently expected that the closing examination 
will show good results. 


Up to the present time the following pupils are entitled 
to be placed on the roll of honor: Lora M. Clark, Edwin 
H, Clark, Fred A. Ramsay. 


We are glad to notice an improvement in the house in 
this district. The floor has been relaid, as far as necessary, 
and the old seats and benches have been superseded by those 
of more modern and comfortable style. It is believed that 
the children in this district will appreciate this change for 
the better, and that they will henceforth apply themselves 
all the nore diligently on account of these improved ar- 
rangements for their comfort. 


District No. 5. Prud. Com., W. G. Leonard. 

Contrary to the usual custom, the first term of school in 
this district came in the autumn. Miss Bertha Allen, of 
Claremont, was teacher. This being her first attempt, it 
was, of course, doubtful what measure of success would at- 
tend her efforts, though her familiarity with the branches 
to be taught was unquestionable, She seemed tobe lacking 
in ability to impart her information to the pupils, and was 
also deficient in the energy and force needed to inspire con- 
fidence and enforce good order in thé school-room. 


If she should again attempt to teach, it would be well 
for her to cultivate the best methods of imparting informa- 
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tion and of exciting an enthusiasm for study in the minds 
of the children. We would also suggest the adoption’ of 
more vigorous methods of discipline, to the end that good 
order may be secured. 


The winter term of twelve weeks was taught by Miss Ad- 
die R. Hall, who has before had a successful experience. 

The school was a very pleasant and profitable one. The 
scholars were interested in their studies and the order was 
satisfactory. The following pupils are entitled to a place 
on the roll of honor, having been neither absent nor tardy 
during the term:—Walter E. Graves, Elmer A. W atkins, 
Bessie C. Watkins, Louisa E. Watkins, Carrie S. Watkins, 
Lilla M. Thompson. 


- Disrricrt No. 6. Prud. Com. Edwin E. Webster. 

Miss Carrie KE. Webster has had charge of the school in 
this district. through the year. She has discharged her du- 
ties to the satisfaction of all concerned. There were nine 
scholars in the spring and eight in the fall. Of these the 
following were neither absent nor tardy during both terms: 
—Albert E. Webster, Willie R. Selkirk, Lizzie R. Selkirk, 
Jennie 8. Selkirk, Mary“L. Roy. Besides these, Sylvan S. 
Wooley, Truth Fisher, and Frederick W. C. Slade are en- 
titled to the same credit for one term. Our other schools 
must look out for their laurels or No. 6, small as it is, 
will bear away the palm. 


District No. 7. Prud. Com. Geo W. Goodwin, Lewis 
Dickey. 

Miss Adah B. Cochran taught in this district during the 
nineteen weeks of the school year. Miss C. is intelligent 
and energetic, but is, at times, wanting in that dignity of 
bearing which is calculated to inspire confidence and re- 
spect in the school-room. She however achieved a fair de- 
gree of success with her small number of scholars. There 
were four scholars in the spring and five in the fall term. 
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Flora B. Pratt was neither absent nor tardy during both 
terms, and Jennie V. Pratt during the fall term. 


Disrricr No. 8. Prud. Com. George H. Gassett. 

Miss Jennie L. Cochran had charge of this school during 
the spring, and her sister, Miss Frances K. Cochran, during 
the fall term. The school was small in numbers and the 
scholars quite young. Both teachers labored diligently and 
successfully for the good of their pupils. 


Disrricr No.9. Prud. Com. G. D. Hooper. 

Miss Addie R. Hall whom we have already noticed as 
teacher of the winter school in District No. 5, had charge 
of the spring school in this district. Miss H. has a natural 
aptitude for teaching. Her methods are well calculated to 
win the confidence and co-operation of her pupils. So that 
it goes without saying that her efforts here were successful. 

During the winter, Miss Emma M. Dunham, who succeed- 
ed so nicely here a year ago, was placed in charge. Un- 
fortunately, soon after the opening of the term, a distemp- 
er appeared which made it advisable to discontinue the ses- 
sions for a week; and when the school again opened, there 
did not seem to be the same interest as before. The teach- 
er labored diligently, however, to bring the pupils up to the 
proper standard, and with a fair degree of success. We 
would suggest to the people of this district that the only 
way to have a good school is for parents to co-operate with 
the teacher in the work which she is trying to do. The 
value of the winter school would have been very much en- 
hanced by such co-operation. 


District No. 10, Prud. Com. Henry E. Houghton. 

This has been a good year for No. 10. There have been 
two terms of nine and thirteen weeks respectively. Miss 
Annie M. Somerville had charge during the spring. She 
was well qualified and seemed to possess the capacity of 
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imparting her knowledge to others. The school appeared 
well when visited by the Soc mechs and the pupils 
made commendable progress. 


In the winter, the Prudential Committee secured the ser- 
vices of Miss Julia L. Davis, whe has taught here before 
and whose efforts this winter were crowned with success. 

The scholars and people of the district have been pleased 
with the efforts of the teacher, and the recent closing ex- 
amination showed good progress on the part of all.  Flor- 
ence J. Foster was neither absent nor tardy ‘during the year 
and the following scholars had the same record for the win- 
ter term: Percy Hall, Emma Houghton, Clara Houghton, Ma- 
ry Houghton, Katie Tiffany Hiram Foster, Walter Mason, 
Frank Houghton, Algion Houghton, George Houghton. <As 
there were only twenty one scholars in all, this long list on 
the roll of honor is significant of the interest felt in the 
school. ° 


District No. 11. _Prud. Com. John P. Holmes. 

There have been two terms of eight and twelve weeks in 
this district. Miss Katie Callahan, of Westmoreland, has 
taught both terms. This was not her first experience in Wal- 
pole, and her work has always been earnest, faithful and satis- 
factory. Geo. H. Parkinson is on the roll of honor for the 
first term, and Ida M. Graves, Nellie M. Wilber and Nellie M. 
Ross for the second term. 


District No. 12. Prud. Com. Moses H. Knights. 

The scholars in this district have had twenty eight weeks of 
school during the year, divided into three terms of nine, nine 
and ten weeks. Miss Carrie L. Wightman has taught through 
the year. She has the good will of parents and children and 
has labored diligently for the progress of her school. Willie 
TI. Lovell is on the roll of honor for tw o terms, and Bertie 
Knights for one. 
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District No. 13. Prud. Com. Josiah Jennison. 

This district, also, was favored with the services of Miss 
Hall, (who succeeded so well in Nos. 5 and 9,) for one term 
during the autumn. Her work was faithful, intelligent and 
earnest; and like all such work, was productive of good fruit. 

Miss Ada B. Cochran, who taught in No-7 during the 
spring and fall, took this school in the winter, and conducted 
it with her accustomed vigor for about ten weeks anda half, 
‘when the appropriation was exhausted, Emma B. Jennison, 
James H. Jennison, and Geo. F. Jennison were neither absent 
nor tardy during the year. 


District No. 14. Prud. Com. Charles H, Brown. 

Miss Dora A. Wyman, who had previously taught in 
Westminster, took the school in this district in the spring, 
and continued for twelve weeks, She labored diligently 
and efficiently for the good of her pupils, and with further 
experience would no doubt secure an excellent reputation 
as ateacher. The record in the register was a little im- 
perfect, owing, no doubt, to some oversight on her part. 


Teachers should remember that a little neglect of this 
kind often subjects the Superintendent to a great deal of 
extra work in preparing his report to the town and to the 
State Superintendent cf Public Instruction. 


During the winter, Miss Juliette Chappell, who has been 
so favorably known as a teacher in Walpole, had charge of 
the school. She inspired her pupils with new interest in stu- 
dy, and helped them as much as one could do in the short 
term of less than nine weeks. The closing examination was 
interesting and satisfactory. Jennie M. Brown, Susie E. 
Brown and Mary Sullivan were on the roll of honor for the 
first term, and Lizzie Q. Angier and Harry E. Brown for 
the second. ) 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


Tuxt Booxs. There have been two changes of text-books 
during the year, Early in the spring an offer was received 
from the publishers of the Franklin Series of Readers to 
exchange the same for our old books at very moderate ex- 
pense to the pupils, After careful examination of the books 
and submitting the same to the judgment of others, it was 
thought best to make the change. The books have been gen- 
erally well received. Many teachers have expressed their 
satisfaction with them, and it is believed that the change 
has stimulated a new interest in this important branch of 
study. | 


Readers need to be changed oftener than any other books, 
because the pupils get so familiar with the various pieces 
that something new is required to quicken their interest 
and to help them in the really difficult work of learning to 
read correctly. In seme places this difficulty is overcome 
by requiring scholars to read from newspapers and other 
publications of the day. Another method is to have the 
pupils supplied with what is called supplementary reading, 
which may be used in connection with the regular text-books 
to prevent the lessons from becoming tedious and uninter 
esting. 


\ 


Neither of these methods being practicable here, the only 
way to accomplish the desired end is by changing the text- 
books once in eight or ten years. In this case the charge 
was made with very little friction.—thanks to the liberality 
of the publishers,—and at a very small outlay. 


Soon after the agreement to change the readers, an offer 
was made by other parties to change the Arithmetics at no 
expense at all. At first your Committee was disinclined tu 
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consider the matter; but after careful examination of the pro- 
posed series, it was found that the highest book of that 
series was very far superior to the one then in’ use. Ac- 
cordingly, it was decided to introduce “Robinson’s Com- 
plete Arithmetic” in place of “Greenleaf’s Practical”, taking 
the old books in even exchange. The other books of the 
Series remain as before. 


These changes are now complete; and it is believed that 
all the text-books now used in our schools are of a high or- 
der of excellence. They are all up with the times, and 
there will, in my judgment, be no call for further changes 
for a long period. I congratulate the town that these ad- 
vantages have been gained so easily, and trust that the 
good fruits thereof will be felt for many years to come. 

Lenetn or Scuoors. By reference to the tables append- 
ed to this report, it will be seen that most of the smaller 
districts have had scarcely more than twenty weeks schooling 
for the whole year, and some of them even less than this. 

This seems to be a very short time for the children to 
attend school in each year. And yet, with the scattered 
nature of our population, the question seems to be, “Where 
shall we find a remedy?” 


If it were practicable to consolidate our districts so as to. 
reduce the number of schools from seventeen to ten 
or twelve, this would be the most economical and satisfac- 
tory way of effecting the desired change. But on account 
of the great distances, this could hardly be done without 
producing evils greater than the ones. which we seek to 
remedy. 


The present method of dividing the school money raised 
_by the town is perhaps as equitable as any that could be 
devised. If, then,,we would increase the length of these 
smaller schools. the only practicable method would seem to 
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be to increase the appropriation. I submit the propriety of 
such a change to the judgment of the town. In my opin: 
ion, it would be money well spent. 


While the method of dividing the money into such small 
sms, to be expended upon so few scholars, is open to se- 
rious objection, there is no method of consolidation which, 
under present circumstances, seems practicable. Yet the 
children need to be educated. We cannot afford to let them 
grow up in ignorance. Ignorance and its attendant evils 
are sure to bear fruit. in vice and crime, which endanger 
the public peace and safety. I propose, therefore, an addi- 
tion of $500 to the appropriation of last year, making the 
sum of $3500. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


WILLIAM BROWN, 
Town Superintending School Committee 


REPORT OF DETE 


Superintending School Committee 
FOR DISTRiIcT Wo. i1- 


- rarer 


Prudential Committee; A. P. Richardson, E. K. Seabury, 
J. W. Hayward. 

In making up their report for this district, your Com- 
mittee have to say that they have co-operated with the 
Committee of the town in making the changes of text-books 
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spoken of in his report, and feel that these changes have 
made a decided gain in the efficiency and value of our 
schools. While they do not believe in frequent changes, 
they feel that oceasionally they are needed to stimulate new 
life and interest, as well as to keep our schools up with the — 
progressive spirit of the times. As the desired improve- 
ment could be made at such exceptionally low rates, it 
seemed best on every account that advantage should be ta- 
ken of the opportunity offered. We trust that the people 
of the district and the town will approve the action which 
we have taken. 


At the opening of the fall term, the Prudential Commit- 
tee decided to depart from the policy which had been for 
some time in vogue, and appointed a lady to teach the Inter- 
mediate School. In view of past experience, we had some 
doubt about the wisdom of asking any lady to assume a posi- 
tion of such exceptional difficulty. We had felt that it was a 
heavier burden than the weaker sex could successfully. bear 
without danger to physical health. Experience had taught us, 
too, that the knowledge on the part of certain mischievous 
boys that power existed often prevented the necessity of using 
it, while advantage would surely be taken of weakness in any 
direction. But, while offering no advice in the matter, the 
Committee leave it for the district to act in the future as the 
shall deem best for the interests of the school. 


Hicgn Scnoot. An effort was made in the spring to raise 
the standard of admission to this school by keeping back 
the class which would naturally have been promoted from, 
the lower department. The original plan was to keep them 
back for one year. But at the opening of the winter term 
it was thought best to promote a portion of the class for 
the sake of relieving the teacher of the Intermediate De- 
partment. This made the High School larger than it ought 
to be; but under the wise management of the teacher, the 
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school has gone on pleasantly and profitably to the close. 

We have been glad to notice, from time to time, a dispo- 
sition on the part of the scholars to aid in securing maps, 
books of reference and other helps to the work of the school. 

In this way a Tellurian has recently been purchased, which 
cannot fail to aid the teacher very materially in illustrating 
the annual and daily motions of the earth, and many other as- 
tronomical facts, of which it is very difficult to gain any accu- 
rate idea without the aid of an instrument. We congratulate 
the teacher, the pupils and their parents upon the possession 
of this new means of increasing the efficiency and value of the 
school. 


InrerMeptaTe Department. The spring term opened 
with Samuel H. Porter as teacher. He labored diligently for 
the intellectual progress of the pupils for several terms previ- 
ous. The school continued without special incident, (following 
the same general line of work as during the previous year,) till 
the close of the term when Mr. Porter declined to remain lon- 
ger as its teacher. 


Miss Katie J. Foster, one-of your committee, was engaged 
to take charge of the school during the fall and winter. She 
labored under the disadvantages to which we ‘have already al- 
luded in our introductory remarks as being unfavorable to the 
success of any lady in a school of this character. There was 
also the further disadvantage of previous inexperience in the 
school-room. Allowance should be made for these facts in 
judging the work of the school. The Committee have admir- 
ed Miss Foster’s indomitable pluck and perseverance under dif- 
ficuliies, but have felt that the school suffered for the want of 
greater physical strength on her part. We think, too, that 
the burden of governing the school would have been much ea- 
sier if she had adopted a more winsonie way in her intercourse 
with the children. It is often possible to lead when to drive 
is out of the question. 
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The scholars who have attended regularly for the two terms 
have made good progress.. But during the winter term some 
were very irregular, and these could not reasonably expect 
good results. Some remained members of the school till very 
near the end, and then left for no good reason, and did not at- 
tend the examination. We think parents very unwise to allow 
their children to do thus. Is is not only an injury to the pu- 
pils, but such action is unjust to the teacher, who has labored 
for their benefit during the term. 


The following pupils have their names upon the roll of hon- 
or: Newell G. Holden, for the three terms; Chas. 8S. Holland, 
Lizzie Slade, for two terms; Nellie Driscoll, T. B. Buffum, Jr., 
Ira Hubbard, Henry Weymouth, Ophelia S. Brown, Ola Hub- 
bard, Avis Russell, Inez Russell and Nellie Stowell, for one 
term. 


Primary Department. Miss Jennie M. Ball has been the 
teacher of this school for nearly three years, and her work has 
been increasing in importance and value from term to term. 

Miss B. has the faculty of winning the good will of her pu- 
pils, and at the same time of quickening their interest in the 
studies which they pursue. The Committee have always been 
well pleased with the order of her school, and it has been a 
great satisfaction to note the progress of the several pupils. 

It is extremely desirable that a relation which has been so 
profitable to the pupils, and so satisfactory to parents, 
should be continued in the year to come. Charles Holden 
was neither absent nor tardy for the year; David Driscoll, 
for two terms and Frank Weymouth for one term. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


William Brown, ) Superintending School 
Fred L. Allen, Com., Dist. No. 1. 


Walpole, March 4, 1882. 
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SALES 15 EG INO. 2. 


WINE ER, SCELOO ES. .3e1-2: 


DISTRICTS S £20.90 10-11 - 12-13 
Length of school in weeks, - - - - - - {10)12]12]10.4/138]12 |10 [10.6] 8.6 
Wages of male teachers per month, - - - - - 25 

Wages of female teachers per month, - - - - - [24] /28/32 (80/28 |26 |28 |26 
Number of scholars over four years old, - - - 2 15}20|10)19 /21/13 |15 [10 18 
Number of scholars over sixteen, .-- - + ~ - 24 1) 3 1 U2 24 218 
Average attendance, - - - - - - - |14/16} 8/16 |20) 9.7| 9.1] 7.3/10.5 
Percentage of daily attendance, ~ - -- - - 94'89/96|85 |95)97 |86 (82 (89 
Number of tardinessess, - - - - - “ -| 1121 215 |ol1 15 |0 lo 
Number not absent, = - - - - - - - 1) 3) 6/10. |12) 8 | 3 | 38 |} 92 
Number not tardy, - - = - ~ - {14/13} 9} 9 |12)12> |12 |10 113 
Number neither absent nor tardy, - - - 1) 3] 6} 9 |12;}38 |0 | 3 | 2 
Number of visits by Supenintending School Committee, - - | 2/2) 2)2 | 318 $2 1918 
Number of visits by Prudential Committee, - - - 2, -O;-O 0 1-0. 0 fee 

4/15}18) 9 |28]/15 |25 112 


Number of visits by allothers, > - = ae a — |24/15}1 : 4 
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REPORT OF THE TOWN 
LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


a 


Your Committee report the prosperous condition of the 
Town Library. One hundred and fifty three volumes have 
been added to the library the past year;—one hundred and 
forty seven by purchase; four presented by W. P. Mason, 
and two by B. P. Owen. The whole number of volumes in 
the library at present is twenty six hundred and fifty (2650). 

Mr, R. L. Ball, as¢librarian, has been faithful in the dis- 
charge of his duties, and reports the usual interest and ap- 
preciation on the part of the citizens of the town, as shown 
by the number of books taken out during the year. The 
Committee recommend the appropriation of $125, as a sup- 
plement should be made to our present catalogue, published 
in 1877, since which nearly five hundred volumes have been 
added to the library. 


REcEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 


Cash on hand as per last report, $27 22 
“¢ rec'd of librarian for fines, 2 70 
ie i ** use of library, 4 80 
‘ ? town appropriation, 100 00 
Re ss insurance, 62 50 

$197 22 
_ Paid G. H. Tilden, binding and repairs, $ 28 95 
“* for books purchased, _ 153 87 
S ' and freight, 1 06 
Cash on hand, 13 34 
$197 22 


C. R. Crowell, 
W. F. Hayward, } Committee. 
Geo. S. Wilder, 
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